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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON ABORIGINAL CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION 
First Report — “Towards a True and Lasting Reconciliation: Report into the Appropriate Wording to Recognise 

Aboriginal People in the Constitution of Western Australia” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.08 am]: I am directed to present 
the first report of the Joint Select Committee on Aboriginal Constitutional Recognition titled “Towards a True 
and Lasting Reconciliation: Report into the Appropriate Wording to Recognise Aboriginal People in the 
Constitution of Western Australia”. 

[See paper 2733.] 

The PRESIDENT: Does the member wish to make a statement on behalf of the committee? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I do, thank you, Mr President. 

The issue of recognising the Aboriginal people of Western Australia in the state’s Constitution has gained 
increasing momentum over the past few years. In many respects, however, it has been overshadowed by the 
debate and campaigns to achieve such recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 
commonwealth Constitution. This cross-party committee was created in the wake of a private member’s bill, the 
Constitution Amendment (Recognition of Aboriginal People) Bill 2014, introduced in the other place by 
Ms Josie Farrer, MLA. It was apparent from the debate consequent upon that bill’s introduction that there was an 
appetite in Parliament to effect such a recognition. 

This committee was established to consider and report to Parliament on the appropriate wording to recognise 
Aboriginal people in the Constitution of Western Australia. It was assigned a relatively short time frame in 
which to discharge that responsibility, but the committee was aided by the considerable literature in existence 
concerning the issue and the work that had been done by others generally and in respect of the commonwealth 
Constitution, the Constitutions of other states of the Federation, and indeed international jurisdictions. The 
committee’s ability to fulfil its remit was further assisted by its relatively narrow terms of reference, which did 
not require consideration of the merits of whether recognition ought to be made, but how it ought to be made. 
The committee recognised that the issue raises a number of competing considerations. On the one hand, it is 
viewed as a desirable, if not a necessary, step towards reconciliation between the non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal 
peoples of the state; on the other, there are concerns that recognition may give greater acknowledgement to one 
segment of the community over others, and so would work to aggravate, rather than to heal, relationships 
between the descendants of the state’s pre-colonial inhabitants and their fellow citizens. Further, and 
importantly, there is a legitimate concern that recognition, if not addressed with care in the statutes which found 
our body politic and define our sovereignty, may give rise to unintended and presently unforeseen consequences. 
This committee’s report, to which I am proud to have contributed, seeks to examine and weigh those 
considerations and determine a means by which recognition can be achieved. 

The committee had the benefit of a variety of submissions from many sources, ranging from government, 
academic and legal, to interest and advocacy groups, and material from other jurisdictions. 

I would like to express my appreciation for the work done by my fellow committee members, and to 
acknowledge with thanks the dedication and efforts of the principal research officer, Mr Tim Hughes, for his 
professionalism and efficiency and his seemingly tireless capacity for work, and of the committee’s legal 
advisor, Mr Adam Sharpe, of counsel, and our legal adviser to the committee, Mr Peter Quinlan, SC, for their 
prompt and comprehensive advice on the constitutional and legal issues the committee had to address. I should 
mention also the contribution of the government’s legal advisers—Mr Grant Donaldson, SC, the Solicitor 
General, and Dr Jim Thomson, SC, a legal officer at the State Solicitor’s Office. 

I commend the report to the Parliament and trust that it will assist Parliament in finding its way through this 
difficult and challenging, but very important, issue. 
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